
 

 

Methyl ethyl ketone appears as colorless fairly volatile 
liquid with a pleasant pungent odor. MEK vapors are 
heavier than air. Does not react with water or many 
common materials. Stable in normal transportation. 
Irritates the nose, eyes, and throat. Combustion may 
produce toxic materials. Used as a solvent, for making 
other chemicals, and for production of wax from 
petroleum. 2-Butanone is a manufactured chemical but 
it is also present in the environment from natural 
sources. It is a colorless liquid with a sharp, sweet odor. 
It is also known as methyl ethyl ketone (MEK). 2-
Butanone is produced in large quantities. Nearly half of 
its use is in paints and other coatings because it will 
quickly evaporate into the air and it dissolves many 
substances. It is also used in glues and as a cleaning 
agent. 2-Butanone occurs as a natural product. It is 
made by some trees and found in some fruits and 
vegetables in small amounts. 

Characteristics 
Molar Weight 72.11 g/mol 
Melting Point -86.7°C 
Boiling Point 80.0°C 
Flash Point -8.9°C 
Density 0.806 g/cc 
Particle Size  
 
USES AND APPLICATIONS 
 

Key applications 
Printing & Inks 
Ink, toner and colourant 
Ceramics 
Cleaning products 
Adhesives and Sealants 
Solvents 
Rubber 
 

Industries 
Cleaning 
Coatings & Construction 
Water Treatment 
 
 
 

Synonyms: 2-Butanone, METHYL ETHYL KETONE, Butan-

2-one, Butanone, Ethyl methyl ketone, Methylethyl 

ketone, Meetco, Methyl acetone, Methylethylketone, 3-

Butanone, ethylmethylketone, Butanone 2, Acetone, 

methyl-, Ethyl methyl cetone, MEK, Ketone, ethyl 

methyl, Metiletilchetone 

CAS Number: 78-93-3 

DISCLAIMER AND EXCLUSION OF DAMAGES: 

The use of any Oak Ridge Foam & Coating Systems, Inc. (“ORFC”) product 

shall constitute acceptance of the disclaimers and limitations herein set forth.  

The technical data and any other printed information furnished by ORFC are 

true and accurate to the best of our knowledge. Data provided is believed to be 

reliable but is offered solely for evaluation purposes. Use and handling of 

ORFC’s products is beyond the control of the ORFC; therefore, the buyer 

assumes all risk whatsoever with respect to the use of ORFC products whether 

used or handled in a matter that is in accordance with the provided posted 

directions or not.  

EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY SET FORTH IN A WRITTEN WARRANTY 

AGREEMENT EXECUTED BY AN AUTHORIZED PRINCIPAL OF ORFC, 

ALL ORFC PRODUCTS ARE PROVIDED “AS IS” WITH NO 

WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS WHATSOEVER, EXPRESS OR 

IMPLIED. ORFC EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ALL WARRANTIES AND 

REPRESENTATIONS, INCLUDING ANY WRITTEN, ORAL, 

STATUTORY, OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, OF MERCHANTABILITY, 

SATISFACTORY QUALITY, FITNESS FOR ANY PURPOSE, 

NONINFRINGEMENT, AND ANY WARRANTIES ARISING OUT OF 

COURSE OF DEALING OR TRADE USAGE. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED 

HEREIN NO PERSON IS AUTHORIZED TO MAKE ANY 

REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY ON BEHALF OF ORFC. NO 

VERBAL REPRESENTATIONS, STATEMENTS, PROMISES, OR 

WARRANTIES MADE BY ORFC OR ITS AGENTS SHALL CONSTITUTE 

WARRANTIES OR SHALL SUPPLEMENT, MODIFY, OR REPLACE ANY 

OF THE WRITTEN TERMS, CONDITIONS, AND WARRANTIES 

CONTAINED IN THIS DISCLAIMER OR A WRITTEN WARRANTY 

AGREEMENT. 

IN NO EVENT SHALL ORFC BE LIABLE TO ANY PERSON FOR 

DAMAGES ARISING OUT THE SALE OF OR IN ANY WAY RELATED 

TO THE USE OF ORFC’S PRODUCTS IN EXCESS OF THE AGGREGATE 

AMOUNT OF PAYMENTS MADE TO ORFC DURING THE TWELVE (12) 

MONTH PERIOD PRECEDING ANY SUCH CLAIM FOR DAMAGES. IN 

NO EVENT SHALL ORFC BE LIABLE FOR ANY PUNITIVE, 

CONSEQUENTIAL, EXEMPLARY, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, OR 

INCIDENTAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF OR RELATING TO ORFC 

PRODUCTS, WHETHER BASED ON WARRANTY, CONTRACT, TORT 

(INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE), STRICT LIABILITY OR OTHERWISE, 

AND WHETHER OR NOT THE PARTY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE 

POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. ALL CLAIMS FOR DAMAGES 

RELATED TO AN ORFC PRODUCT MUST BE SUBMITTED TO ORFC IN 

WRITING WITHIN (6) SIX MONTHS OF PRODUCT SHIPMENT.  THE 



 

 

FAILURE TO PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE OF ANY CLAIM DURING 

THIS PERIOD SHALL CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF ALL CLAIMS WITH 

RESPECT TO SUCH PRODUCT. 6/24 

 


